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I lay it loyally before the Government, that these frequent
and acute famines are mainly owing to the cause that our
village industries are gone, and our village land,s are over-
assessed. My conviction is, and I lay it loyally before the
Government, that this enormous loss of lives is preventible,
and could be avoided through more considerate land settle-
ments assuring to the cultivator in every province an ade-
quate proportion of the food that he produces.

MILITARY EXPENDITURE, NATIONAL DEBT, CURRENCY,
INDUSTRIES, SERVICES

Gentlemen, there are various other causes of the poverty
of India under British Rule which I have not touched upon
today, and which I do not wish to touch upon, because
they have been discussed ably, eloquently, and repeatedly
by yourselves at previous meetings of this Congress, and
some of them will be discussed again this year by other
speakers There is the question of the enormous Military
Expenditure, and the maintenance of a vast army out of
the resources of India, not for the require-
ments of India, but for the requirements of the
British Empire in Asia, Africa, and even in Europe.
There is the question of the National Debt, which, in Great
Britain, has been reduced by about 175 millions since 1860,
and which has gone up by over 100 millions in India within
this period, causing an increasing drain out of the revenues
of India for the payment of interest in England. There is
the question of the Currency which has been lately settled
by the Currency Committee in a manner not conducive to
the interests of the millions of cultivators whose debts have
been increased, and savings depreciated. There is the
question of encouraging and helping the Industrial Classes
ruined by unfair competition, a question which has been